LSS Sermon Starter Story
February 1, 2025

You are welcome to use the following “sermon starter” content in your own sermon. Feel free to use content verbatim or edit as you see fit to adapt to your own voice and context.

Readings (Revised Common Lectionary) 

· Micah 6:1-8
· Psalm 15
· 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
· Matthew 5:1-12

Some 2,000 years ago Jesus preached the sermon that is recorded in today’s reading from the Gospel of Matthew. But still today, we see earthly rulers across the globe operating with a “might makes right” approach. Still today, we see suffering all around us.
As Christians, we know that evil, suffering, and death do not get the last word. We live with resurrection hope. Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount shows us where we can find the kingdom of heaven breaking in, if we have eyes to see.
One place where we can witness this in-breaking of the kingdom of heaven to the “poor in spirit” is in our ministry through Lutheran Social Services, which is often simply called LSS.
All across Wisconsin and upper Michigan, LSS works with families, couples, children, and individuals who are facing mental health challenges, recovering from abuse or loss of a parent, struggling with addiction, dealing with housing insecurity and financial hardship, or living with disabilities. In fact, by supporting Lutheran Social Services, you make a difference in the lives of 30,000 people every year. 
But let me tell you just one story about just one family.
It’s a story of a family in mourning. Tragically, this family’s beloved eldest daughter, Diamond, died suddenly from an asthma attack. Of course, the entire family was deeply affected by the loss. But for young Antonia, the grief she felt at the death of her sister started showing up in behavioral problems at home and at school.
Antonia and Diamond were not only sisters, but they were also the best of friends. And little Antonia was the first person to find Diamond on that tragic morning. As time passed, Antonia’s grief and trauma began to turn into anger. As her mom put it, “she just wanted to fight everyone.” She was at risk of being suspended from school. The school counselor recommended the LSS School Centered Mental Health program to the family.
When Antonia started with the program, her mother Yolanda made one heartfelt request to LSS: “Please, just don’t leave us. Because this is hard. It’s hard.”
Antonia started working with a therapist and a family coach from LSS who provided individual sessions at school and also worked with the family at home so that Antonia could be surrounded with consistent, comprehensive support. Her mom says that the program has really helped. Antonia is much calmer. Now 10 years old, Antonia is once again thriving at school. Her teachers and family are very proud of her. She’s even known to give a little advice to others now and then, sharing the new skills she’s learned for managing overwhelming feelings.
Today, Antonia’s mom Yolanda says with a smile of gratitude, “Y’all have been there for us.”
I want you to know that each and every one of you is wrapped in the embrace of that “Y’all.”
Y’all have been faithful partners with Lutheran Social Services, a ministry that has served neighbors for more than 140 years. Your support has helped to create innovative, responsive programs that help kids like Antonia who are dealing with mental health crises. Because of y’all, young Antonia experienced the in-breaking of the kingdom of heaven at a time when grief threatened to overwhelm her. When this little girl was “poor in spirit,” y’all were there, through the ministry of LSS, helping to manifest the kingdom of heaven here on earth, and it made such a difference for this little girl.
This month, we celebrate the success of the LSS Loving Lutherans challenge. An anonymous donor offered one million dollars to match the gifts of Lutheran congregations who increased their support to Lutheran Social Services of Wisconsin and Upper Michigan. You are all invited to a celebration on February 13, live via Zoom, where LSS will announce the results of this extraordinary campaign. You can find details and a link to register in your bulletin.
The gifts you gave during the Loving Lutherans Challenge are helping LSS expand the program that helped Antonia, the School Centered Mental Health program, as well as several other programs for children. Thanks to Loving Lutherans like you, LSS will be able to help more children in more places across Wisconsin and Upper Michigan who are struggling with mental health challenges.
Thanks be to God for the opportunity to love and serve through the ministry of Lutheran Social Services.
Additonal Resources:
· Video: “Yolanda Shaw is our 2025 Caregiver Hero!” - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n9OkOT21rQM 
· More information about the LSS School Centered Mental Health program is available at https://www.lsswis.org/services/children-and-families/scmh/ 
· More information about the Loving Lutherans Challenge is available at https://www.lsswis.org/loving-lutherans/ 






